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CHANGING FEATURES IN THE RURAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

W.D. McIlveen 

It is inevitable that change will take place in all things. The rate of change 

however varies on a feature-by-feature basis, with time, with technological 

development, and with a wide range of other factors. Often the change is not 

conspicuous at the time that it is taking place. It is only with time that those 

accrued changes are revealed if history has been documented in some manner. And 

so it is that many changes have taken place in the rural environment locally and 

further afield.  

We usually consider the rural environment with respect to agriculture and 

with natural areas. There is some 

overlap in changes in both the rural 

and urban areas where rural 

residences are involved. Among the 

changes are the introduction of new 

agricultural methods and 

commodities. A few of these that 

have more local relevance are 

described below. 

 

The earliest crops of grain and 

hay in our area were harvested by 

hand using scythes. This obviously 

required intensive labour and 

severely limited the size of the crop 

that could be harvested. In time, 
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Hay wagon on Cameron farm, Mississauga 

Road 1948. 

http://www.hhpl.on.ca/sigs/ehs/home.html
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scythes were replaced 

by hay mowers 

equipped with sickle 

bars, a technology that 

has generally prevailed 

until recent times and is 

used in both cutting hay 

and harvesting grain. 

Hay cutting was 

followed by raking 

which has undergone its 

own technological 

transformation to 

arrange hay into 

windrows for further 

handling. Hay was 

originally stored outdoors in stacks of loose hay. The loose hay was forked onto 

wagons and transferred to the area of the barns or into the barns where the 

livestock were housed. Later, hay handling was done as bales. Production of round 

bales was initially made possible in the early 1900s. In the early years, loose hay 

was brought to a stationary baler. Later, the baler was made to be mobile and so 

bales could be formed in the field. Square bales were first made in 1935 but 

commercial balers forming square bales were not available until the mid-1940s. In 

the 1970s, the main means of handling and storage of hay returned to large round 

bales which could be moved by one man and a tractor. 

The handling of grain crops had a 

somewhat similar path over time. From 

hand-cutting with sickles and scythes, 

harvesting with machinery first included 

the use of a binder that formed sheaves 

that were allowed to dry in the field in 

stooks. The sheaves were transported to 

a stationary threshing machine typically 

placed near the barn. Later, the cutting 

and threshing was done in the field by 

combines. Combines were initially small 

machines but these have become larger and larger reaching swath widths up to 45 

feet. 

Round hay bales at Lowville 2014 

Wheat stooks in the Kendal area, Aug. 1986 
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Over time, certain crops that were 

once grown have essentially 

disappeared from production in 

Halton (e.g. peas, turnips, 

buckwheat and even hops). In their 

place, corn and soybeans, and in 

some places canola, have come to 

dominate the agricultural landscape. 

Although not a local consideration, 

tobacco crops are being phased out 

to be replaced in part by asparagus, 

ginseng, and peanuts. In addition, 

other specialty crops are produced 

according to the suitability of the local climate and soil. General livestock 

operations with several types of animals or poultry on individual farms have often 

been converted to a single type of animal. That has not precluded the introduction 

of new species such as ostrich and emus, llamas, and deer. 

Certain features have been lost from the agricultural 

areas. Some of the older types of silo, particularly the wooden 

types, have disappeared. Windmills which were present on most 

farms have nearly disappeared completely from Halton (Fig. 5). 

Dairy farms once sported milk platforms (Fig. 6) at the entrance 

to the farm. Cans of milk would be placed on these platforms so 

that it would 

be easier for 

trucks to pick 

up the milk, 

especially in 

winter. There 

was no need 

for such 

structures after milk was handled 

in bulk tanks that replaced milk 

cans, not to mention the fact that 

snow removal from farm 

laneways became more routine. 

At different times, new 

species of many types have 

appeared in Ontario and elsewhere. Some introductions were intentional but in 

many cases, those introductions to our area were accidental in origin. For example, 

Large combine harvesting wheat, Acton, July 

2016 

ABOVE: Milk platform near Elmira 1970 

LEFT: One of last windmills in Halton south of 

Georgetown, 2012 
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there are numerous weeds 

that originated elsewhere. 

When these plants 

develop undesirably high 

numbers, they are 

considered to be invasive. 

Some of the worst 

invasive plants at this 

time include Phragmites 

or Common Reed, 

Common Buckthorn, and 

European Swallow-wort 

to name a few but there 

are many others. Several insect and 

disease species have arrived in 

North America from elsewhere and have caused major negative effects on crops 

and forest trees. An early problem was the Chestnut Blight that devastated the 

American Chestnut forest. This was followed by the Dutch Elm Disease that 

eliminated most of the great Elm stands from Ontario about 1967. Few of the large 

trees remain. Other tree species are presently under threat including the American 

Beech which is suffering from Beech Bark Disease and more recently most Ash 

trees are being killed by the Emerald Ash Borer. At the same time, other factors are 

causing the reduction in numbers of native species. These include things like 

reduced populations of birds 

such as Bobolinks and 

Meadowlarks from grassland 

sites and the loss of birds 

such as Barn Swallows and 

other swallows. The Monarch 

Butterfly has recently been 

designated as an Endangered 

species. While information 

relating to the causes of these 

declines is still being sought, 

certain measures are being 

developed that will hopefully 

slow the decline or provide 

the species with some means 

of coping with the problem.  

Large American Elm tree near Brampton, 2005 

Barn Swallow shelter east of Milton 2017 
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ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

 
2017 

Refreshments served from 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Wed. 8th 

Mar. 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed. 12th 

April 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed. 10th 

May 2017 

 

 

Wed. 14th 

June 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat. 1st 

July 2017 

CHANGING FEATURES IN THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Bill McIllveen looks at changes that have followed human activities in the areas of 

social infrastructure, in mining, and especially in agriculture. The latter includes 

changes in crops and animals that are raised. The talk considers things that have 

disappeared as well as things that have been introduced. 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St, S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m. 

 

THE RESULT OF REBELLION: North American Political Prisoners in Van 

Diemen's Land 

Dr. John Carter will investigate the 1837-1838 Upper Canadian Rebellion/Patriot 

War, and their consequences and aftermath. He will reflect upon the 92 English 

speaking rebels who were transported to Van Diemen's Land as political prisoners, 

and speak about their lives in this faraway penal colony.  

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St., S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m. 

 

To Be Announced 

 

 

 

HORNBY -GATEWAY TO TWO TOWNSHIPS 

The Trafalgar Historical Society will be joining the EHS to share the history of 

Hornby with slides and tales of days gone by.  While refreshments will be served at 

7 p.m. as usual, come early to explore the interesting Churchyard in the long 

summer evening. 

ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, 14946 Steeles Ave., Hornby, 7:30 pm. 

 

GLEN WILLIAMS WALKING TOUR 

Join Mark Rowe at 10 a.m. for a village tour before the famous parade begins! 

WILLIAMS MILL, 515 Main Street, Glen Williams, 10:00 a.m. 

 

INVITE YOUR NEIGHBOUR TO BECOME A MEMBER! 

Stephen Blake   905  877-8251   President 

Karen Hunter  905  877-7363  Treasurer 

Dawn Livingstone 905  877-6506  Secretary 

J. Mark Rowe   905  877-9510  Archivist 

Jan Raymond   905  877-9172  Social 

David Borrett  905  702-0737  Membership 

Ray Denny  905  877-3890  Publications 
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Society Notes 
INTERNET CONNECTIONS 

<www.esquesinghistoricalsociety.ca> 

Send your e-mail to 

esquesinghs@gmail.com 

EHS NEWSLETTER 

John Mark Rowe prepared this newsletter.  

Submissions welcome.  Please consider an 

electronic newsletter sent to your e-mail 

address.  Not only will you save the Society 

postage, you get to see the colour pictures! 

MEMBERSHIP 

We have 49 members for 2017.  Your 

membership expired in February and fees 

are now overdue. This will be your last 

newsletter unless you renew.  The individual 

membership rate is $20.  The family or 

institution rate is $25. Cheques payable to 

the Society can be mailed to our post box or 

payable by cash or cheque to our 

membership secretary, David Borrett at a 

public meeting.   

ARCHIVES OF ONTARIO 

www.archives.gov.on.ca  

EHS ARCHIVES 

Executive members Karen, Mark and Dawn 

recently met with Halton Hills Library staff 

Geoff and Beverley to update their 1982 

Archive agreement and to discuss how to 

better serve those researching local history.  

The Archives continues to work with a 

widening variety of community interests, 

especially providing photographs for the 

Heritage Halton Hills newspaper feature and 

for art displays at the Gallery. 

The Society applied for funding for a 

summer student again this year and are 

awaiting a positive reply. 

WEBMASTER WANTED 

The EHS needs a webmaster.  Nevertheless, 

Ray Denny has stepped up and with the help 

of his son is tweaking the website.  If you’d 

like to help maintain the site speak to Ray or 

email the Society.  

HALTON-PEEL OGS 

Mar. 26 – Tammy Tippler-Priolo, Tracking 

Your Elusive Aboriginal Ancestors In The 

Records at Brampton Library. 

Apr. 23 – Ruth Burkholder, The Hudson’s 

Bay Company at Oakville Library. 

DEVEREAUX HOUSE 

Open Thursdays 1-6 p.m. at 11494 Trafalgar 

Road, Georgetown.   

STREETSVILLE HIST. SOCIETY 

Mar. 20 – Apr. 2 -Vimy to Juno Exhibition 

in the Great Hall, Mississauga Civic Centre. 

Archives are open Sundays and Wednesdays 

from 1 to 4 p.m. at 4415 Mississauga Road, 

Streetsville. 

BRAMPTON HIST. SOCIETY 

Heart Lake Presbyterian Church at 7:15.  

Mar 16 -AGM & Brampton Heritage Report  

Apr 20 -John McDonald, Creation of 

Halton/Peel Counties and the man named 

Halton. 

MILTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MHS has released their latest book, Milton 

and Area Churches.  The book includes 

churches in southern Esquesing township.  It 

was compiled by John Challinor II and Jim 

Dills.  It is available from their HQ at 16 

James Street, Milton. 

 

NASAGIWEYA HIST.  SOCIETY 

info@nasagiweyahistoricalsociety.com  

Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 2nd 

Tuesday of March, April (Annual Meeting), 

May, June, July, August (BBQ), September 

mailto:esquesinghs@gmail.com
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/
mailto:info@nasagiweyahistoricalsociety.com
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October, November (Remembrance Day), 

December (Christmas Potluck). 

Mar. 14 – Irish Stew Dinner at 6 p.m. at 

Nassageweya Presbyterian Church, 3097 -

15th Sideroad, Haltonville $15; Respond by 

March 10th to Marilyn Coxe at 

coxemilt@iprimus.ca  

TRAFALGAR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

All events at former Palermo Schoolhouse, 

2431 Dundas Street West, Oakville. 

http://www.tths.ca/events.html  

HALTON HILLS SPORTS MUSEUM 

Mar. 29 -Board Meeting 

Apr. 26 -Board meeting 

OPEN: Sat. 7-9 p.m. & Sunday 1-4:30 p.m. 

at Mold-Masters Sportsplex. 

TERRA COTTA HALL 

Terra Cotta Community Hall rentals: 

Contact Jen Lusby at 905-702-1056. 

OAKVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Meetings are at St. John’s United Church, 

Randall Street, at 7:30 p.m. 

March 15 – Potluck & AGM 

April 19 -Dr. Dustin Galer, Various ways of 

preserving your or your family’s memories. 

LAST NEWSLETTER 

Renewal of your EHS membership is 

overdue.  Please renew by sending a cheque 

for $20 to the EHS at P.O. Box 51, 

Georgetown, ON L7G 4T1.  No further 

newsletters will be issued to those who 

choose not to renew. 

CENTURY FARMS 

The EHS would like to gather together a 

list of Esquesing and area farms that 

qualified in 1967 as century farms.   

To compliment this endeavour, the Society 

would like to know i) which original 

Century farms continue in the same family 

in 2017 and ii) to compile a new list of 

farms that have been held by the same 

family for 100 and 150 consecutive years up 

to 2017.  Contact Ray Denny, using the new 

EHS email address, 

esquesinghs@gmail.com to share details or 

leads. 

AGM RESULTS IN STATUS QUO 

February marked the beginning of a new 

year for the EHS.  The slate of current 

officers was not challenged.  President Steve 

Blake offered an overview of the myriad of 

activities the Society was involved in over 

the year.  Karen Hunter presented the 

Annual Financial Statement for approval 

showing a balance of $6092.48.  Mark Rowe 

presented an Archival report outlining 

activity over the past year.  Both the 

financial statement and archival report are 

available upon request. 

MILITARY RECOGNITION BOOK 

The Ontario Command of the Royal 

Canadian Legion have been gathering 

biographies of veterans from local branches 

and publishing them.  A Veteran is any 

person who is serving or has honourably 

served in the Canadian Armed Forces, the 

Commonwealth or its wartime allies, or as a 

Regular Member of the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police, or as a Peace Officer in a 

Special Duty Area or on a Special Duty 

Operation, or who has served in the 

Merchant Navy or Ferry Command during 

wartime. (2014 definition) 

mailto:coxemilt@iprimus.ca
http://www.tths.ca/events.html
mailto:esquesinghs@gmail.com
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 Volume III for 2016 has been issued.  For 

local historians the information can be 

accessed on the internet at: 

http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/milit

ary-service-recognition-book  All three 

volumes can be opened as a large PDF. 

MARION GILMOUR PASSED AWAY 

Long-time EHS member and one-time 

executive member, Marion Gilmour of 

Georgetown passed away on 14th February 

2017 in her 86th year. 

She was the beloved wife of ‘Sam’ Robert 

Gilmour for 56 years. A celebration of 

Marion’s life will take place at St. Andrew’s 

United Church on Saturday April 22nd @ 

2:00 pm.   

An Open Letter to our Members 
Most of the members of EHS belong 

because we have a joint interest in our local 

history.  We like coming to the meetings to 

hear, see and learn about it, and yes, we all 

know we have an archives collection next 

door at the library, but do we really know 

what is in that archive collection or how it 

gets there?  It just seems to ‘happen.’ 

Recently, I attended a meeting 

between the EHS executive and two 

members of our local library board, Geoff 

Cannon and Beverley King.  The meeting 

was to update and revise the original 

constitutional agreement between our 

society and our local library. 

What an eye opener - and it has 

prompted me to write this letter.  Yes, we 

get and are thankful for all the historical 

photos and information that members and 

the public have donated through the years, 

but without all the efforts and hours of work 

put into its organization by Karen Hunter 

and Mark Rowe, it would be nothing!  It is 

they who do all the work at cataloging, 

filing, and maintaining the collection. 

We also owe a big vote of thanks to 

our own local library, and Geoff Cannon and 

Beverley King especially.  They along with 

the library staff are the ‘face of EHS’ to 

library patrons, but it is Geoff and Beverley 

who have put hours of work and thought 

into getting the information out to the public 

through the library’s computer system and 

search records.  

And so… on behalf of the members 

of EHS and the public at large, present and 

future, we give a big vote of thanks to you, 

Karen, Mark, Beverley and Geoff, along 

with your helpers, who work together for the 

benefit of us all today, and for the 

generations who will benefit from all your 

work in the future.  It is so much 

appreciated. 

-Dawn Livingstone 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR EHS 

MEMBERSHIP? 

1917 NEWS 

15 March Owing to the removal of 

Scoutmaster Coles on military duty, the 

Advisory Board of Acton Boy Scouts 

decided that it would be expedient to 

reorganize the Troop.  Mr. A. O. T. 

Beardmore addressed the Scouts.  The 

appointment of Scoutmaster was deferred.  

ASM and Bandmaster – N. F. Moore; ASM 

T. Savage; Patrol Leaders Roy Brown, J. 

Hynds, G. Anderson and H. Ritchie; 

Chairman of the Advisory Board, A.O.T. 

Beardmore; Board members are H. P. 

Moore, J.P., R.M. McDonald, Rev. C.H.E. 

Smith, C.S. Moore. (AFP) 

28 March The auditorium of our Town 

Hall now presents a clean and attractive 

appearance.  Mr. Ed Bludd of Glenwilliams, 

has made a first-class job of painting.  The 

new hardwood floor will be laid by Kentner 

& Wright in a few days.  (Herald)  

29 March -Friday 

night’s thunderstorm, 

the first of the 

season, brought a 

large downfall of 

rain.  It helped 

materially to clear 

off the snow.  (AFP) 

http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/military-service-recognition-book
http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/military-service-recognition-book
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AFTERMATH OF THE REBELLION OF 1837 
 

JOHN STEWART 

John Stewart Jr. was captured the very day the conflict broke out 
and he was eventually imprisoned in Fort Henry in Kingston. A 
combination of good fortune and incompetence on the part of the 
prison guards intervened in Stewart's favour, and he and 13 others 
escaped; most making their way to the United States. John Stewart 
was pardoned for these Apernicious@ activities in 1840, and he 
returned to his father's farm in Esquesing, where he lived with his 
wife and eight children. In 1876, the Stewarts moved to Paisley, 
Ontario. John Stewart Jr. died in 1893 and is buried in the Paisley 
Cemetery. 

- John Stewart jr. -The Adventures of an Esquesing Rebel in 1837-38, Robert Burnett 
 

GEORGE LESLIE 

The detachment of the 5th Gore Militia that marched to Toronto in 
December 1837 included George Leslie under Major Peter 
McCallum.  Leslie later attributed his life-long support for the 
reformers to his experiences suppressing the Rebellion.  His 
brother John Leslie also claimed a role in the Rebellion.  
 
-Glen Williams: An Oasis in the Credit Valley, John Mark Rowe 
 

Portrait of George and Elizabeth (Standish) Leslie.  EHS 134 

 

 

 

 

JANNET MARSHALL 

Jannet Marshall was an aged widow who lived with her sons in Chinguacousy.  The 
sons were known to have been disaffected with the government and supporters of 
Mackenzie, though they did not seem to have taken an active part in the rebellion.  
Nonetheless, on the night of the 11th, some 21 men from around Norval, led by one 
John McNabb, came to her house and; it appears behaved in a rude tumultuous 
manner towards the widow and her sons, taking with them a shotgun of considerable 
value, besides plundering the house of several articles, such as a silver half dollar, 
some stockings, clasp knives and other articles, at the same time making free with her 
provisions. 
 Widow Marshall petitioned to the Governor General for the return of the gun.  
The magistrate who reported, John Scott, said that McNabb was much complained of, 
but that he was now in the United States prison under a ten-year sentence.  Scott 
acknowledged that a great many guns were taken from people in Chinguacousy and 
Caledon who were known to be disaffected, and given them to the volunteers, who took 
them to Chippewa and were reluctant to part with them. 

- “Rebellion of 1837 -The Aftermath” The Georgetown Herald, Rev. Richard E. Ruggle 
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ALLAN McPHERSON 

Allan McPherson had marched with [John] Stewart on Toronto and on his flight from the 
capital was pursued by militia as far as Norval, where he took refuge with his neighbour, 
Joseph Standish, who hid him in a sugar shanty in his woods. 
 The Standishes were loyal conservatives and over the 
next few days, Joseph and his sons joined in the hunt for the 
rebels, thrusting their pitchforks into haylofts in search of 
fugitives.  Meanwhile, 13-year-old Charlotte Standish took 
food down to McPherson in the sugar hut.  When the heat 
was off a little, two of the Standish sons rode with McPherson 
to Lake Ontario, where he escaped by boat to join Mackenzie 
on Navy Island and later in exile in the United States.  He 
returned to his Esquesing farm about 1840. 
 When asked later to account for his activity, Standish 
would simply answer, “McPherson would have done the 
same for me.”  Seventeen years after the rebellion, 
McPherson’s daughter Ann married Standish’s eldest 
grandson. 
- “Rebellion of 1837 -The Aftermath” The Georgetown Herald, Rev. Richard E. Ruggle 
 
PHOTO: A cross stitch sampler completed by Ann McPherson in 1851. Her father Alan 

McPherson of Lot 13, Concession 5 was a rebel in 1837, but escaped to the USA until pardon 

was granted in 1840, returning here.  EHS10394 

 

JOHN COOK 

 

EHS10387 Handwritten certificate regarding the service of John Cook during the rebellion of 

1837.  It reads, “Certificate that John Cook was engaged in Her Majesties’ service conveying 

troops from Esquesing to Hamilton three days from the 25th Dec. 1837 to the 28th self and team 

found(?) One days rations. [Signed] Alexander McNab, Captain 5th Gore Militia 


