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Creelman Bros put Georgetown on the World 

Map 

For nearly a half a century, a company located in a tall 

impressive building on Georgetown’s Main Street 

produced knitting machines that were famous in 

factories and homes around the world.  To a much lesser 

extent they would also be known in later years for 

selling a very early typewriter, which had been 

introduced around 18931 

 

 Born in 1851, Richard Irvine Creelman lived 

nearly his whole life in Georgetown2.  His father 

Robertson was one of 16 men listed as initial subscribers 

to the Georgetown Esquesing Union Sunday School 

Society in 1843.3 Richard was educated at the 

prestigious Rockwood Academy, and in18724 along 

with his brother Robertson, established his first business 

here in Georgetown.  They demolished Elijah Travis’ 

mill which had been located at the north end of Main 

Street, and there they built a large red brick three story 

factory for the production of their knitting machines.  

Richard involved himself with the knitting area of the 

business, while Robertson established a stationary 

department.  However, brother Robertson stayed only 

until 1890, and then left to set up his own stationary business in Collingwood.5  

 

 In the early 1890’s, Creelmans added a typewriter branch to their now progressive 

company, and for a number of years sold a new popular typewriter, called the Blickensderfer.  

Apparently The Creelman Brothers Typewriter Co. had one of the first typewriter shops in 

Canada.6  While the typewriter branch was lucrative, it would be for their knitting machines that 

the Creelmans would be best known. 
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 As happened so often in the Main Street 

area where fire seemed to take a devastating toll 

over the years, it hit the still new building in 

March of 1886, originating in the office area, 

destroying most of their paper files and several 

machines.7  The restorations were going to be 

considerable, and the business was approached 

by the Town of Ingersoll who offered a tempting 

bonus and loan if they would move to that local.8  

Fortunately, Georgetown remained their home; 

they rebuilt, and throughout their years gave 

employment to a good number of local people.9 

 

 The invention of a machine to do knitting 

opened up a whole new world of possibilities, 

and Creelmans were fortunate to have the ability 

and determination to look towards the future and 

realize the potential that lay ahead.  It wasn’t 

long before word spread, and the efficiency of 

the Creelman Knitting Machines became well known pioneer in the industry.  Richard spent 

much time traveling to foreign countries, and lived overseas for three years, establishing 

contacts.10  An 1888 company letterhead states their office and manufactory is located in 

“Creelman’s Block, Main Street, Georgetown” and their “European Office” is in “Antwerp, 

Belgium.” Their machines were to be found in knitting mills, large and small, located across 

Canada, and in a great many countries around the world.  

 

 In 1893, The Toronto Daily Mail Newspaper did a feature on the Town of Georgetown.  

A part of a piece on Creelmans read “…and now have the most complete knitting machine plant 

on this continent.  The firm attributes its success to its ability to design original practicable and 

patentable improvements of superior merit.  Its facilities for turning out valuable machines at the 

lowest possible price has enabled it to not only hold its trade but secure a large foreign trade in 

spite of all competition.”11 

 

 While the company was known for its industrial machines, it had also established a very 

popular line of home knitting machines, at very affordable prices.  One machine, “The Banner” 

was advertised as their very best for family use and money making and could be used on a strong 

kitchen table.  In a 10-hour day it was possible to make 24-36 pairs of rib socks by hand power 

or 36 to 48 pairs of rib socks by electric power.  Equipped with its own stand, the machine sold 

for $90.00 – less if you used the kitchen table!12  These home machines and their parts are still 

actively bought and sold on the EBay website.  

 

 Early photos of the inside of the factory itself show a mass of machines and presses 

powered by an assortment of overhead belts, and cables, and it is hard to imagine in this day and 

age that this little factory could produce such world famous and sought-after machines.  It is also 

hard to imagine that electricity didn’t come to that factory until 1903.13 
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 By 1930, Richard’s health was declining, 

and he was no longer able to carry on his 

business.  It is assumed neither his son nor 

daughter wanted to do so, and so a resolution of 

the shareholders decided to voluntarily wind up 

the company and close its doors.  Probably by 

that time more modern methods were being 

employed in the manufacturing business, and so 

it was time, and as of October 10, 1930 the 

company ceased to be, and Georgetown lost a 

major asset.   

 

 Richard Creelman had married in 1897, and he and his wife made their home at the north 

end of Main Street, not far from the downtown factory.  Theirs was a beautiful large stately 

home, with large gardens, and I feel perhaps they may have done much entertaining in this once 

lovely residence.  Today, their home still stands, no longer set back from the roadway, nor 

sporting the beautiful gardens, and is an apartment building, located on the corner of Carruthers 

Road. On the 22 of June 1932, Richard Creelman was buried from that beautiful residence, and 

with him went another chapter in our local history. 

 

 Through the years, many businesses had used the downtown Creelman building, and it 

contained several apartments.14  In 1967, it was by then owned by Mr. Sid Silver, and it was his 

intention to take it down, and replace it with a more modern set of stores.  In May of that year, it 

was partly in the process of being demolished, although two of the apartments were still 

occupied.  Fire hit the uninsured building early one morning and finished off the building, 

leaving 17 people to escape with their lives, and nothing else, thus putting the very final close to 

the Creelman story.15  

   -Dawn Livingstone, Esquesing Historical Society, February 2010 
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 ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

 
2017 

Refreshments served from 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Wed. 08 

Nov. 2017 

 

 

 

 

December 

 

Wed. 10 

Jan. 2018 

 

 

 

 

Wed. 14 

Feb. 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed. 14 

March 

2018 

CREELMAN KNITTING MACHINES -THEN AND NOW! 

Perhaps you’ve seen Tammy Lambert at the Georgetown Market selling her socks.  

They are made with her Creelman Money Maker Knitting machine which she will 

demonstrate for us all after John Mark Rowe shares a short history of the company. 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St., S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m. 

 

The EHS does not hold a public meeting during December! 

 

PRE-CONFEDERATION HERITAGE BUILDINGS 

Drawing from a list of researched properties compiled by Heritage Halton Hills, 

John Mark Rowe and Ray Denny will give a short history of several buildings 

throughout Halton Hills. 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St., S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m. 

 

THE “SPANISH” INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC OF 1918 

The guest speaker at our AGM this year will be Bill McIlveen who has prepared 

this presentation on the effects of the Spanish ‘Flu epidemic of 1918 which 

travelled around the world with returning soldiers, killing more people than the 

Great War, itself. 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St. S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m. 

 

To Be Announced 

 

 

 

INVITE YOUR NEIGHBOUR TO BECOME A MEMBER! 

Stephen Blake   905  877-8251   President 

Karen Hunter  905  877-7363  Treasurer 

Dawn Livingstone 905  877-6506  Secretary 

J. Mark Rowe   905  877-9510  Archivist 

Jan Raymond   905  877-9172  Social 

David Borrett  905  702-0737  Membership 

Ray Denny  905  877-3890  Publications 
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Society Notes 
INTERNET CONNECTIONS 

http://esquesinghistoricalsociety.com/ Note 

the new website address.  Send your e-mail 

to esquesinghs@gmail.com 

EHS NEWSLETTER 

John Mark Rowe prepared this newsletter.  

Submissions welcome.  Please consider an 

electronic newsletter sent to your e-mail 

address.  Not only will you save the Society 

postage, you get to see the colour pictures! 

MEMBERSHIP 

We have 81 members for 2017.  Our 

membership year runs from February.  

Please encourage others to support the EHS 

by purchasing a membership.  We are now 

accepting renewals for 2018.  The individual 

membership rate is $20.  The family or 

institution rate is $25. Cheques payable to 

the Society can be mailed to our post box or 

payable by cash or cheque to our 

membership secretary, David Borrett at a 

public meeting.   

ARCHIVES OF ONTARIO 

www.archives.gov.on.ca  

EHS ARCHIVES 

As mentioned in our last newsletter, we have 

almost 24,000 photographs in our collection.  

Of these only a few thousand are on the 

Halton Images website.  If you’re looking 

for a certain item and don’t see it, then email 

the Society and we’ll have a look. 

The Society also holds negatives for the 

Acton Free Press, Georgetown Herald and 

the Independent.  We have these catalogued 

by whatever the photographer wrote on the 

envelope.  Acton Free Press photos begin 

about 1956.  Georgetown Herald negatives 

begin in 1974 and Independent photos date 

from their 1973 beginning until their switch 

to digital photographs.  Fortunately, when 

Ted Brown retired he donated all his digital 

images to the EHS, after obtaining 

permission from the Georgetown 

Independent.  These discs have not yet been 

catalogued, but the folders follow the issue 

date of the newspaper.   

HALTON-PEEL OGS 

Nov. 26 – Matthew Wilkinson, The Ties that 

Bind:  Canada and Confederation (AGM) -

Brampton Public Library at 2 p.m. 

DEVEREAUX HOUSE 

Devereaux House, in partnership with the 

Halton Region Museum has mounted an 

historical display in an unusual way!  If 

you’re interested in understanding this new 

approach to museum displays, you’re invited 

to a Board meeting and tour on Monday 30 

October at 7 p.m. at 11494 Trafalgar Road, 

Georgetown.  Please let Ann Lawlor know 

you’re coming by emailing her at 

ann@devereauxhouse.ca  

STREETSVILLE HIST. SOCIETY 

Dec. 2nd -An Old-Fashioned Christmas at 

the Leslie Log Cabin at 4415 Mississauga 

Road. 12 to 4 p.m. Admission: Food bank 

donation. 

BRAMPTON HIST. SOCIETY 

Heart Lake Presbyterian Church at 7:15.  

Nov. 16 – Linda Granfield, In Flanders 

Fields 

OAKVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Meetings are at St. John’s United Church, 

Randall Street, at 7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 15 – David Hobden, Opening Up 

Halton County - Mails and posts of Halton 

from 1775 to 1918. 

BURLINGTON HIST. SOCIETY 

Nov. 13 –at 7 p.m. at Burlington Library. 

NASAGIWEYA HIST.  SOCIETY 

info@nasagiweyahistoricalsociety.com  

Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 2nd 

Tuesday the month. 

TRAFALGAR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

All events at former Palermo Schoolhouse, 

2431 Dundas Street West, Oakville. 

HALTON HILLS SPORTS MUSEUM 

OPEN: Sat. 7-9 p.m. & Sunday 1-4:00 p.m. 

at Mold-Masters Sportsplex. 

Visit their blog spot to see pictures of the 

EHS meeting on Georgetown Hockey at 

http://esquesinghistoricalsociety.com/
mailto:esquesinghs@gmail.com
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/
mailto:ann@devereauxhouse.ca
mailto:info@nasagiweyahistoricalsociety.com
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http://haltonhillssportsmuseum.blogspot.ca/ 

TERRA COTTA HALL 

Terra Cotta Community Hall rentals: 

Contact Jen Lusby at 905-702-1056. 

JOINT EHS -HHSM MEETING 

The October 11th EHS meeting was held at 

the Halton Hills Sports Museum at the 

Mold-Masters Sportsplex.  Speaking on 

hockey were Dave Kentner, Bryan Lewis 

and Finn Poulstrup.  The picture above 

includes Glenda Nixdorf who is the 

secretary of the Museum along with 

President Finn Poulstrup.  She was 

instrumental in having the bronze sign 

which once hung above the doors of the 

Memorial Arena, replicated.  It will be hung 

on the wall behind the group, which is 

comprised of bricks salvaged from the 

Memorial Arena demolition.   

Dave Kentner represented the Hockey 

Heritage Council and Bryan Lewis regaled 

us with tales of the NHL from the referees’ 

point of view! 

MALL OPEN HOUSE A SUCCESS 

Karen Hunter represented the EHS at the 

Georgetown Mall Community Open House 

on October 21st.  She reported many 

inquiries and interest in our display.  The 

display was on Century Farms, prepared by 

Ray Denny. 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS SOUGHT 

We’re looking for some enthusiastic people 

to join the executive of the EHS and help us 

determine our future meetings, projects and 

Archive management.  Please consider 

running for election at our February AGM. 

IT’S A WRAP! 

On the 28th of June, a downtown 

Georgetown electrical box was wrapped 

with historic moments of the downtown 

core, including a dedication to the 

McGibbon Hotel, the Clark Hotel, the newly 

installed Memorial Tree and Sandy 

Mackenzie. 

The BIA thanks the community for 

their involvement with the unique project, 

including donating the stones, and to 

Silvercreek Commercial Builders and the 

Town of Halton Hills, who donated the 

wrap. 

Photo by J.M. Rowe 

BORROW THE INTERNET 

Halton Hills Public Library now has ZTE 

Mobile Internet devices on loan to allow 

patrons to access the Internet in the comfort 

of their home.  The sleek portable device is 

compact to carry home.  

HOUSE OF ILL-REPUTE CLOSED! 

For many months it has been known that 

Amanda Newton of Georgetown has kept a 

disreputable and disorderly house.  She was 

arrested by Constable Harley on Monday on 

this charge and by the Reeve and Mr. 

Ruston was sentenced to four months 

imprisonment in the common jail. In the 

evidence the names of those who frequented 

this place were given, but we will withhold 

them from the public at present. 

-Georgetown Herald, 30 May 1889 

Names! We want names!!!! 

http://haltonhillssportsmuseum.blogspot.ca/
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“The Barber Family Photo Albums” is reproduced above courtesy of The Streetsville Historical Society 

and appeared in their October 2017 newsletter. 

The Former Barber House Offered for $2.4 million! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The renovated house at 44 Market Street in 2017.  www.rew.ca 

http://www.rew.ca/
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THE BARBER FAMILIES OF GEORGETOWN AND 

STREETSVILLE  (continued) 

Former Barber 

House at 44 

Market Street in 

Nov. 2015.  

EHS23143 

 

Rear view of 44 

Market Street in 

Dec. 2016. 

EHS23974 

 

THE BARBER 

FAMILY -What’s 

available in the 

EHS Archives? 

MG2 C4 Barber 

Paper Mill Dam 

Modification Project 

MG3 A114  

Business Records for 

Barber Brothers 

Paper Mills  

MG9 A4 Barber 

Family history and genealogy. 

MG10 B10 An audio-cassette recording of the EHS meeting on John R. Barber by Robert 

Royal. 

MG10 B19 An audio-cassette recording of an interview with John R. Barber by the North 

Halton Literacy Guild. (that interview has been transcribed) 

MG10 B54 An audio-Cassette recording of the EHS meeting on the Barber Family by 

Mary Barber Finley. 

MG10 B81 An audio-Cassette recording of the EHS meeting on the Barber Paper Mills. 
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In Flanders Fields 

by John McCrae, May 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-

flanders-fields.htm  

 

The History of the Ordinary 
 

Laura Bang, curatorial assistant at Villanova University’s Special Collections and 

Digital Library, and Ruth Martin, Digital Library intern, explore an early 20th-

century scrapbook put together by Company 62 of the New York City Fire 

Department.  

When most people think of the collections in museums, archives, and 

research libraries, they think of the grand collections — the papers of 

famous people, the documents of important events, the artifacts of 

significant artistic movements or time periods. However, much of history 

happens between big events, to ordinary people. Often these quotidian 

histories are overlooked. The Special Collections of Villanova University’s 

Falvey Memorial Library has its share of impressive holdings — one of the 

first things that most visitors notice upon entering the Rare Book Room is a 

Union Army frock coat that was worn by General William Tecumseh 

Inspiration for “In 

Flanders Fields” 
During the early days of the 

Second Battle of Ypres a young 

Canadian artillery officer, 

Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, was 

killed on 2nd May, 1915 in the 

gun positions near Ypres. An 

exploding German artillery 

shell landed near him. He was 

serving in the same Canadian 

artillery unit as a friend of his, 

the Canadian military doctor 

and artillery commander Major 

John McCrae. 

As the brigade doctor, John 

McCrae was asked to conduct 

the burial service for Alexis 

because the chaplain had been 

called away somewhere else on 

duty that evening. It is believed 

that later that evening, after the 

burial, John began the draft for 

his now famous poem “In 

Flanders Fields”. 

 

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields.htm
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields.htm
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Sherman and the Library is well-known for the Joseph McGarrity 

Collection, which consists of books and personal papers relating to Irish and 

Irish-American history. Alongside the books and artifacts made remarkable 

by the famous names connected with them, however, we also have a good 

collection of items that document the more prosaic lives of everyday people. 

These items cannot be found in a rare book catalogue, but they are no less 

rare or valuable. Indeed, we have acquired our “ordinary” collections from 

eBay, through personal connections, and from a forgotten corner of our own 

library’s basement. The once-widely-circulated newspapers that formed the 

basis of most people’s daily or weekly information and leisure reading; the 

letters that detail minutiae of bygone businesses and pleasures; the 

scrapbooks painstakingly assembled by people that no one now remembers 

— all these tell the stories of everyday lives. Because these items were 

viewed as mundane or commonplace, they were often discarded, making 

them all the more rare, so it is often a remarkable feat for these items just to 

survive.  
- See more at: http://publicdomainreview.org/2014/01/07/the-history-of-the-

ordinary/?goback=%2Egde_1322227_member_5826778014070886404#%21 

15 January 2014 

 

 
The Esquesing Historical 

Society salutes our veterans 

from the Italian Campaign! 

 

   

MMMeeerrrrrryyy   

CCChhhrrriiissstttmmmaaasss   tttooo   

aaallllll   ooouuurrr   

mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss   fffrrrooommm   

ttthhheee   eeexxxeeecccuuutttiiivvveee   

ooofff   ttthhheee   EEEHHHSSS!!!   
 

http://publicdomainreview.org/2014/01/07/the-history-of-the-ordinary/?goback=%2Egde_1322227_member_5826778014070886404#%21
http://publicdomainreview.org/2014/01/07/the-history-of-the-ordinary/?goback=%2Egde_1322227_member_5826778014070886404#%21

