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THE SPANISH FLU IN GEORGETOWN

Written by DawrLivingstone in December 2009

Only six months ago our world seemed-pceupied with the outbreak of the
H1N1 flu, and how it would affect our livesThankfully, at the moment at Isg
that threat seems much le€aut | thought itafitting time totell you abouta flu
outbreak thateally and truly did play a big partin the lives of the world, of our
town, and how iaffectedthe people here at KngRresbyterian Church]l am
talking aboutthe Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918.

The falland winter of 1918919 was a bad timeén ourtownand in fact the
whole world. Over that period, sors@,000 Canadians diegfom what we
labelled The Spanish Flu.

The Christmas of 1918 was both a happyasdrrowful one. The war was over
and there was much rejoicingyt the flu was taking atl on our population, and
life was far from normal. There were no thanksgiving services in any town
churches that falgverythingoeing closed for several wedksOctobery the
department of healthAndthenschools, chutttes and public evés wereclosed
again in December through to mid Janufary.

The[Knox] Sunday School had prepared faZlaristmas entertainment and tea to
be held in Decembdyut it could not be held until February 21 of 1919.

1 National Archives of Canada, Internet Info on the Spanish Flu
2 Georgetown Herald, December 1918
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At thataffair, tea was
served at 6:30, followed
bya programmeand it
was advertised that
fiSanta CIl| au
recovered from the flu
wi | | be prep
Admissionwas charged t(
that Christmas i
entertainment 25¢ for

those ofthe Sabbath

Schoolerel0¢3

The annugKnox =

Presbyterian] Knox Presbyterian Church, Georgetown EHS00318

congregationaheeting

for the year was held on Monday evening, Januaty®ith a good attendancé.

was reported that all the organizations of the church were doingwell. The total
income for the year 1918 haden $8,907.00 and $1,513 was given to missions,
butitwas$ ated t hat nThe financial report w
was had it not been for the fact that the Church was closed all of October, our
anniversary month, and then part of DecemimetJanuary, the months for getting

in all arrears, we were pisally closed again. But on thewhole, it was a very good
year, and we have good r eda&dasnpseethatt hank
despite the hardships 0f 1918, Knox was still abkatal 16 boxes overseas to

soldiers, andto pack 25 Christmasdes for the needy.

So as we enter into the time of Christ
to pause and remember the hardships of
and truy can do us all a lot of harinbut we are a resilient peopénd we can

bounce back.

Wearea resilientpeople and as Dawn hdsistrated,we can follow orders
designed to save our community from disasitay safe evgone but
remembdng the distanimg rules and hopefully this will be the last pandemicin
our lifetime! -This artcle was edited.

3 GeorgetownHerald, 12 February 1919
4 Georgetown Herald, 5 Februat919
5 Copy of Financial Statement Knox Church, 1918 (original in Esquesing Historical Archives.)
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A FewLocal Essential Workersfrom the Archive$ To honour those working
through this pandemicThank You

v e
DR. SHERIFF. WEBSTER
Who celebratedihis 84th birthday on Friday last

Dr. Samuel Webster
(18431928) was a local
doctor and Halon County
Sheriff.Herald clipping
1926

Dr. HughAllen
McCullough (18661956)
EHS00171

| VolunteerBill Moore and
the rew ambulance for
GeorgetownJuly 1970
EHS05384
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Dr. Alistair Macintosharrives at his office in May
1971. EHS04130

Georgetown Director of Nursing Mrs. C. Doupagne,
Oct. 1968 EHS03410

Lenie Lerz, R.T. shows canceherapyin operationin 1967. o /-
EHS03025 ‘

Georgetown
Constable
Arnold
Vanclief
demonstrates
a breathalyzer’
in Dec. 1970. =
EHS05745 .
=
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May -June
2020

Wed.9
Sept.
2020

Wed.14
Oct.2020

Wed. 11
Nov. 2020

Dec. 2020

ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SCHEDULE OF MEETIN GS

2020

COVID -19 -We dor@ have a presentation on this remarkable episod®iid
history because as this newsletter is published, higatil being made.
Consequently, as you may haagmised theMay and June meetings for the EHS
have been cancelled.

HALTON COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND GAOL

John McDonaldlocal historianyeturnsto share his latest research. RiswerPoint
presentation wiltell the fascinating story about the people and events invglvin
Halt on Countydés Courthouse and Gaol
public hangings that took place, will also be discussed.

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , 116Main St., S., Georgeton, 7:30 pm.

PLAYGROUNDS OF HALTON

Bill Mcllveen will explore the myriadentertainmenthoices open to residents of
Haltonover the years. From swimmiramd dancing to drag racing attte steam
era, Halton has offered many diverse and entertainingraptar resiients.

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , 116Main St., S., @orgeteovn, 7:30 pm.

MEMORIALS TO MILITARY SERVICE

Richard Ruggle, local historian will attend our Remembrance Day meetsigite
with us examples and stories connected with the memoriglgated tahose in our
military who served our country.

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , 116Main St., S., Georgeton, 7:30 pm.
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The Esquesing Historical Society does not have a public meetibgcamber
Stephen Blake 905 8778251 Presicent INVITE YOUR
Steve McNamaa 519 8561242 Treasurer NEIGHBOURTO
Karen Hunter 905 8777363 Secetary BECOME A
J. Mark Rowe 905 8779510 Archivist MEMBER!

Jan Raymond 905 8779172 Soaal

David Borrett 905 7020737 Membeaship Refreshmants
Ray Denny 905 8773890 Publications served at 7p.m.
Dawn Lvingstone 905 877-6506 Consultant



Society Notes
INTERNET CONNECTION S
http://esquesingistoricalsociety.com/Note
the new website addresSend youre-mail
toesqiesnghs@gmail.om
EHS NEWSLETTER
John Mark Rwe pepare this newsl#ter.
Submssions welcone. Please consider an
electronic mwsktter sent to your e-mail
address. Not only will you save the &ciety
postageyouget tosee the colour pictures!
MEMBERSHIP
It is timeto renewyour membership
for 2020. We currently hae 51 members
for 2020. Our memberslip year runsfrom
Februay. The individual membershiprate
is $20. The family orinstitution rate is $3.
The EHS is still vey happy to accept
personad cheques fronour membes. Pease
note thatall chequs must be made palyie
to A &ng qHistorcal Socety 0 ,
spelled out. Membeship feescan bemailed
to our post box or pagble by cas orcheque
to our membership sestary, David Borrett
at apublic meeting
CANADI ANA ON-LINE
http://onlinecanadiaa.ca/search
ARCHIVES OF ONTARIO
www.ardives.gov.on.ca
EHS ARCHIVES
Well, Covid-19 put afull stop to work in the
Archived Luckily, our digital photo
collection is still accessible and some of the
shelf list has been updated and a few more
pictures added to Halton Image&.number
of pictures were donatl of Acton and some
stills from the recentNetflix movie fiLet it
Snow0 filmed in Limehouse and Glen
Williams. If youdve been spring cleaning
during your isolation be sure toansider the
EHS as a home for your local documents
and snapsots over the years.

HALTON -PEEL OGS
https:/haltonpeeabgs.on.e/

The first OGSnline meeting was held on
April 26™. Check the websitfor details on
the May meeting.

DEVEREAUXHOUSE

Ann Lawlor atann@devereainouse.ca
HAL TON HILL S SPORTS MUSEUM
http://haltonhillsspdsmuseum.togspotca/
The Executive members of the Halton Hills
Sports Museum hawecided that the 2020
Sports Hall of Fame Gala will be cancelled.
John Boycéhas been named ti@eorgetown
Hockey Heritage Awardinner for 2020.
Boyce won four Ontario titles with the
Georgetown Raiders' intermediate team.
Boyce then helped build &rengold-timers
hockey community as the main organizer for
the Beavet.umber/Sports Unlimited
tournament for 25 years. At 72, Boyce
continues to play three times a week.

L.M. MONT GOMERY MUSEUM
Students taking the University of Guelph

f u lcdusse on the history of Norval made their

presentations on Zoom on Aprif 7They
have completed some good preliminary
research that can be used on the L.M.
Montgomery website.

STREETSVIL LE HIST. SOCIETY

The Societyhas cancelled all eventand
Archive access until July®

BRAMPTON HIST. SOCIETY
HeartLake Presbytéan Churchat 7:15

All meetings have been postponed until
further notice.

MILTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Sociey meetsm the Walde Blacksmith
Shop at 16 JameStreet at 7:30 p.non the
3 Thursday of the month.

June 18 CFUW,The 100 Years, 100
Women Project

June 6 anduly 117 Saleof Milton
Historical Society book titles morethan 30
availablei atWaldie Blacksmith Shop from
9 am until 1 pm.

OAKYV ILLE HISTORIC AL SOCIETY
https://www.@kvillehistory.org/
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All events ae cancelled and facilitiesaged
until July 39,

BURLINGTON HIST.SOCIETY

This websitevas not available
NASAGIWEYA HIST. SOCIETY
info@nasagiwgahisricalsodety.com

All events are cancelleand facilities absed
until further notice.
TRAFALGARHISTORICAL SOCIETY
All events at former Patmo Schoolhouse,
2431Dundas Stret West, Oakuville.

May 15" - Open Archives 1:33:30

June 19 - Open Archives 1:33:30
TERRA COTTA HALL

Terra Cotta Conmunity Hall rentals:
ContactKathy Atkinsonat
terracottaeventbooking@gmail.com

The Hall is closed until further notice.
LOCAL DIGITALR ESOURCES

Our Digital World, host & Halton Hills
newspapers, Hain Images and Halh
Newshaosts newspaperisom acoss Ondrio.
You can start sednng at:
https://ourdigitalworld.net/

ONTARIO
HISTORICAL
S O C I ETYSince 1888

HISTORY DIGITAL ARCHIVE

The Ontario Historical Society (OHS) is
excitedto announce thafor the first time,
the entire run of over 120 years of the

S o c i ©OmtayidHistoryjournal is now
availabk online. The OHS has digitized the
full text of over 2,000 articles and book
reviews, making the archive the largest
single colection of stoes about
history.

Ontario Historyjournal, formerly
calledPapers & Recordss one of the
oldest hisbry journals in Canada, having
been published continuously since 1899.
Thejounal 6s archive
original docunents and new search,

On thas hdd Pleston

contains a

written by a fiwhoos
historians, and comprises one of the most
important sources for thedtory of the
province.

Students, teachers, historians,
researchers, genealogists, and anyone
interested in Canadian history lenefit
from digital access to back issues of the
journal.

Everything from 1899 to 1915 (13
issues) and 2005 Autumn to 2029 (
issues) is open access and free to read, the
latter throudp our partnership with nedor-
profit digital publisher and scholgr
disseminato Erudit.

Please visit tH@ntario Histadigital archive at
https://ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/back
issues/

ISABELLA PRESTON -HYBRIDIST
Isabella Preston (1881964)worked at the
University of Guelphwhere she originated
over 200 hybds In 1916 she became
Canadh's first women hybridist with her
historic lily cross and major breakthrough in
lily hy br i d Geome G. Greelman.
Creelman Brothers had a knitting machine
business in Georgetown and in 1890
Robertson Creslan moved to Collingwoad
His son George
C. Creelman
later became
presidenif the
Ontaio
Agricultural
College,
Guelph. She
lived in
Georgetownand i

Street named in
her honouir.

EHSO07717
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7717 - Miss Isabelia Preston, Horticulturisi
Famous for her pioneering work with lilies,
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The Development Plans for Peru Road
And Preserving the Scrates Center House

Milton Historical Society published an update &eru in their Spng 2020
newsletter. Sections of the article have been reprinted here, since Peru stood at
Lot 2on the First Line, EsquesinyVith regional government boundary
adjustmentgdt is nowpart of the Town d¥lilton.

The planned major subdivision nomtrestof Milton has been stalled and with it

plansto deal with a heritage home on the property. Since 2014, the area of town
north ofSteeles Avenue, south of Highway 401 between Peru Road and the

original Tremane Road has been approved for a major subdivisiorv o Ilve i ng vy
separate builders.

Inside th&huge land area sits the Socrates Center House, which was designated by
the Town @ Milton as a heritage buildingin 2017. It has been uninhabited for

some timeand been the topic of much discussion by neiginband interested

parties ensuring its sunav.

Plans are to maintain the buildin
perhaps movingit to a different
nearbylocation and making use
of it. AHowevel
of the area has no¢ached the
pointwhere construction on any
homesan begin, O
Smith, the senior plannéar the
Town of Milton
residential development can occll
in Milton Heights, a number of -
technical matters mustbe : Har = = o
addressed. Thisincludes the Socrates Center House at 94 Peru Road, Milton
construction of a section of new | A Milton Historical Society poto.

Tremaine Road, thelocation of

a creek and the extension of waded snitary services among othérs

According to the designation proclamatinr2017, this house and the Center

family has a number of important attribsitd he Socrates Center house is a good
representate example of vernacular midictorian domestic architecture. It was
builtaroundL 8 70 and has t he fLoaristheanid®latehi c h
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19th Century. Its arched gable window may have origmiadluded detailing to
emphasize its peak andredationship to the then popular Gothic Revival style of
architecture. Most ofte window and door openings are original. Thg Bnd
arched windows, as well as the front entrance doors are also origmakt all of
the original exterior form of thisduse and many of its original internal features
remain.

The Socrates Center Housas a direct relationship with the Centanfly, who

were a pioneering industria@dnttaencdof ar mi
the growth and development of the village of Peru. Socrates and his brother,

William Centre, owned an ashery that waed to produce charcoal, soap and

potash. Wiiam also had a tanneryin Peru and Socrates was a magistrate and
councillor in Milton duringthe 186QA881 period. The house was owned (and

likely built) by Socrates Center, but was likely occupied by hisheEmg William.

Various members of the Cenfamily owned and lived at a number of different

properties in the village of Peru between 1842 and 1908. Peru is the only village in
Milton that grew as a consequence of industrial (ancgotultural) develoment.

The Center br octahretr sc anatdrei usignityo Per 1
and development.

The Hill family sawmill that initially attracted people into this area in the early half

of the 19th Century had ceased operations by the 1870sfaWibther reasons for
peopleto congregate here, the village may not have survived if it were not for the
Center Brothersdé ashery that produced
Centerdéds tannery during the nbetdeet o | at
the closure of the sawill and the opening of the brick and limestone industries in

Peru and Milton Heights in the early 1880s. The Socrates Center house is the only
remaining historical link to the Peru ashery.

e EEE SRR SR e L ]
f = wg_)@:q-——'fl”—-‘r"( The southwest corner of Esquesing in 187
- showsPeru, withMilton well below Steeles
Avenue. TheHamilton NorthWestern
Railwaytracks still exst. Milton Heights
does not yet exist.Three Sideroad heads
west to theAlexander farm, now Kelso
Conservation AreaOn Five Sideroad is
SS#1 Ligny, which isiow a private
residence and beyond the railway crossing
on 39 Line is Mansewood Church, now just
a cemetery and plagqu
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| Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
By William Wordsworth-18(2

| wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o'er valesd hills,
When all at once | saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stthat shine

And twinkle on the milky way,

They stretched in nevending line
Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw | at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in gle

A poet could not but be gay,

In such a jocund company:

| gazed and gazed but little thought

What wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of sdlide;
And then my heart with
pleasure fills,
And dances with the
daffodils.

250" Anniversary of the Birth of William
Wordsworth

1029 Anniversary of Acton Horticultural
Society

100" Anniversary of Georgetown
Horticultural Society
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