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OLDEST RECOGNIZED STRUCTURE MAY
BE 181 YEARS OLD!
There cannot be many existing structures left in Esquesing Township that were
built in 1837! That is the construction date of the oldest structure that has been
recognized by Heritage Halton Hills to date. The original schoolhouse to serve
Glen Williams was built before school sections were created in 1841 and its basic
structure remains unchanged 181 years later!
Heritage Halton Hills committee members John Mark Rowe and Ray Denny will
examine several structures on the
recognized list that were built before July
1st 1867 – in other words preconfederation. A few buildings are
highlighted in this month’s newsletter.
Heritage Halton Hills is an advisory
committee to the Town of Halton Hills,
comprised of local residents from the
community who volunteer their time and
services to ensure that Heritage
conservation in the Town of Halton Hills
truly reflects the values of its residents.
The Town of Halton Hills created the
committee in 1986, under the provisions
of the Ontario Trust Act.
Williamsburg school house, built 1837 at 6
Prince Street, Glen Williams.
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1858
251 Main Street, North, Acton
In 1858 Abraham Matthews sold five
acres of Lot 30, Con. 3 to David
Youmans, an Acton grocer. The
property was thereafter owned by
Charles Symon, John McPherson and
David Williamson. In 1905 it was
purchased by Peter Lorne Masales who
operated Masales Dairy from here.
They sold the house in 1964, after
which it changed hands several more times.
1850
12 Chapel Street, Georgetown
This lot was sold 3 July 1850 to
Ephraim Lillie Koyle and his wife
Frances Culp. Rev. Ephraim L.
Koyle was an Episcopal Methodist
minister and the congregation
probably helped him build this
simple 1½ storey frame home. This
house is shown on the January 1854
survey of Georgetown.

c. 1840
9924 Winston Churchill Blvd.
Norval
Built in the early 1840s as a
Disciples Church, the building
once served as the Church of
Christ on Tenth Line in
Esquesing before being moved
to Robert Noble’s property c.
1873. It is a unique log
structure.
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ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
2018
Wed. 10
Jan. 2018

PRE-CONFEDERATION HERITAGE BUILDINGS
Drawing from a list of researched properties compiled by Heritage Halton Hills,
John Mark Rowe and Ray Denny will give a short history of several buildings
throughout Halton Hills.
KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St., S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m.

Wed. 14
Feb. 2018

EPIDEMICS - Diseases That Impact Humans and Human Welfare
Virtually every organism has some agent that derives its own well-being at the
expense of another. This is the case whether the agent is considered to be a
pathogen, parasite, or other form of pestilence. Ancient epidemics are known to
have killed many millions of people across the globe. This presentation by Bill
McIlveen will examine a sample of different types of epidemics that affected in the
past, in the present, and potentially in the future.
KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 116 Main St. S., Georgetown, 7:30 p.m.

Wed. 14
March
2018

NEW WAYS OF EXPLORING OLD STUFF
Ann Lawlor of Devereaux House will welcome us to hear about the unique way the
Board of Devereaux House and the Halton Region Museum have created quick
little stories about the Devereaux family and farm life. Then members will be
invited to “poke around” the house and see what they can discover!
DEVEREAUX HOUSE, 11494 Trafalgar Road, Georgetown, 7:30 p.m.

Wed. 11
Save the date!
April 2018
As regular attendees know, Jan Raymond has been baking treats historically
relevant to our meetings for quite some time. The EHS would like to thank her for
her efforts which are delicious and looked forward to!
INVITE YOUR NEIGHBOUR TO BECOME A MEMBER!
Refreshments served from 7:00 p.m.

Stephen Blake
Karen Hunter
Dawn Livingstone
J. Mark Rowe
Jan Raymond
David Borrett
Ray Denny

905
905
905
905
905
905
905

877-8251
877-7363
877-6506
877-9510
877-9172
702-0737
877-3890
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Treasurer
Secretary
Archivist
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Membership
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Society Notes
INTERNET CONNECTIONS
http://esquesinghistoricalsociety.com/ Note
the new website address. Send your e-mail
to esquesinghs@gmail.com
EHS NEWSLETTER
John Mark Rowe prepared this newsletter.
Submissions welcome. Please consider an
electronic newsletter sent to your e-mail
address. Not only will you save the Society
postage, you get to see the colour pictures!
MEMBERSHIP
It’s time to renew your membership! We
had 81 members for 2017. Our membership
year runs from February. Please encourage
others to support the EHS by purchasing a
membership.
We are now accepting
renewals for 2018.
The individual
membership rate is $20. The family or
institution rate is $25. Cheques payable to
the Society can be mailed to our post box or
payable by cash or cheque to our
membership secretary, David Borrett at a
public meeting.
ARCHIVES OF ONTARIO
www.archives.gov.on.ca
EHS ARCHIVES
The EHS Archives recently received a
ledger, in excellent condition, from Richard
Tracy’s post office store in Stewarttown
covering transactions in 1846 and 1847! The
first page inscription is pictured below.

Another interesting donation included
photographs of the former Smith & Stone
Guest House at 327 Maple Avenue, known

as “Maplehurst”. A Buick sedan is parked in
front of a remodelled “Maplehurst" in photo
EHS11407, shown here. It has also been
posted to Halton Images. The house was
built from 1865 to 1870. It served as the
Smith & Stone staff house from 1944-1952.
J.P.S. Mills owned the house from 19671989 when it was sold to Bill Yundt. It was
demolished in 1990.
In the Autumn, the Frontenac County
Schools Museum transferred blueprints of
Acton’s 1913 Post Office to Halton Region.
The Museum subsequently transferred the
documents to the EHS Archives. One of the
images is reproduced below.

HALTON-PEEL OGS
Jan. 28 – John Mark Rowe, Esquesing
Historical Society Archives -Brampton
Public Library at 2 p.m.
Feb. 25 DEVEREAUX HOUSE
Be sure to attend our March meeting to
explore this heritage gem on Trafalgar Road.
TIME TO RENEW YOUR EHS
MEMBERSHIP!
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STREETSVILLE HIST. SOCIETY
The Society will meet next on Feb. 8th at the
Leslie Log Cabin at 4415 Mississauga Road.
BRAMPTON HIST. SOCIETY
Heart Lake Presbyterian Church at 7:15.
Jan. 18 – Members Show & Tell night!
Feb. 15 - Catherine Carreiro, Brampton
Library 101.
OAKVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Meetings are at St. John’s United Church,
Randall Street, at 7:30 p.m.
The next speaker’s night is in February.
BURLINGTON HIST. SOCIETY
Jan. 8th and Feb. 12th –at 7 p.m. at
Burlington Library.
NASAGIWEYA HIST. SOCIETY
info@nasagiweyahistoricalsociety.com
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month, beginning in March.
TRAFALGAR HISTORICAL SOCIETY
All events at former Palermo Schoolhouse,
2431 Dundas Street West, Oakville.
HALTON HILLS SPORTS MUSEUM
OPEN: Sat. 7-9 p.m. & Sunday 1-4:00 p.m.
at Mold-Masters Sportsplex. See:
http://haltonhillssportsmuseum.blogspot.ca/
TERRA COTTA HALL
Terra Cotta Community Hall rentals:
Contact Kathy Atkinson at
terracottaeventbooking@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Your membership in the EHS, which
includes subscription to this newsletter, is up
for renewal at our February AGM. Pay at
our January or February meeting or send it
by post.
IRENE McILVEEN FEATURED
Be sure to get a copy of Niagara Escarpment
Views for Winter 2017-18, their 10th
Anniversary issue. It features a piece on the
beautiful nature art of Irene McIlveen. Her
husband Bill will be speaking at our AGM.
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS SOUGHT
We’re looking for some enthusiastic people
to join the executive of the EHS and help us
determine our future meetings, projects and

Archive management. Please consider
running for election at our February AGM.
AN EMINENT PHYSICIAN’S
PRESCRIPTION FOR SPANISH
INFLUENZA
Editor [Acton] Free Press:
Dear Sir; As the war has shown up in bold
relief many of the frailties, incompetency’s
and absurdities of our social and economic
systems, so has this epidemic revealed the
inadequacy of our medical system…
Since little from the pen of experience has
appeared in the public press relative to the
treatment of influenza, I herewith submit
what I have found satisfactory:
1. Go to bed.
2. Open the bowels freely.
3. Keep plenty of fresh air in the bed
room with windows open.
4. Drink copiously of hot water, hot
lemonade or hot ginger tea. Take
from three to six cupfuls.
5. Take liquor Amoniac-Acettis… Do
not waken the patient to give
medicine.
6. Take all the fluid food that it is
possible to digest.
7. See that the bowels act at least once
a day.
8. Take no alcoholics.
9. Keep the patient in bed at least one
week and always two days after the
temperature has become normal.
ERNEST A. HALL M.D., Victoria,
B.C., November 10, 1918.
-AFP 21 Nov. 1918
Jan. 2, 1908 – The first coin is struck at the
new Royal Mint building in Ottawa, ending
years of importing Canadian currency from
England.
May 24, 1918 – Canadian women win the
right to vote in federal elections.
Nov. 11, 1918 – The First World War ends;
Canada has lost 60,000 troops.
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EPIDEMICS
DISEASES THAT IMPACT HUMANS AND HUMAN WELFARE

W.D. McIlveen
If left unchecked, the human population, like all forms of living things, will
increase in an exponential manner. But as Malthus pointed out, there is a
finite number of human beings that the earth can sustain. He pointed out that
there are a
number of
factors that will
curtail the
expansion of
that population.
Based on the
information that
was available to
him in 1798, his
thesis was that
the increasing
rate in
Figure 1. Past and projected human populations on planet
Earth.
availability of
food could not
keep pace with the demands of the growing population so that this factor
would enforce population control. He also recognized that, in addition to
famine and food shortages, wars and disease exerted considerable
constraints on population growth. Many changes in all of the population
control factors have taken place in the two centuries that have elapsed since
Malthus was active. These include things like new methods of food
production, the scale of warfare, as well as the appearance of new diseases
and new medical technology. This report concerns only the disease factor as
it related to humans and human welfare.
Diseases of humans themselves is the foremost concern to that population.
Secondary to that concern, though still extremely important, are those
diseases that affect their livestock, crops and general well-being. There are
many hundreds of diseases that could be mentioned with respect to human
health and many thousands that attack the animals and plants that are
relevant to human welfare. The presentation for the EHS includes some
examples from each of these. The list of examples includes diseases of
“To collect, preserve and publicize the history of Esquesing”
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historical concern, diseases of current concern, as well as conditions that
appear as significant impending threats.
Diseases come in a variety of forms, causes, and degrees of severity. A
given disease may change over time to become more aggressive or more
benign due to genetic change in the causal organism. All those considered
here are ones where the causal agent is able to reproduce rapidly and, in
doing so, results in a significant epidemic, or are at least portrayed as such
due to press coverage. Epidemics can be caused by many different types of
life forms including bacteria, fungi, and a host of other very small
organisms. Viruses have an equivalent role in disease causation though they
are not living entities and even some rogue proteins (Mad Cow Disease and
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease) have made headline news. Insects can produce
rather significant changes in the natural environment and affect human
interests in a manner generally like the other organisms listed but their rapid
spread is generally termed an infestation rather than an epidemic.
The list of diseases that were
most-frequently encountered in
Ontario in 1880 bears little
resemblance to the diseases that
were of most concern in Halton
in 2016. More ancient diseases
such as the Plague or Black
Death killed 25 million people,
a greater proportion of the
population than did the Spanish
Flu. But the latter killed a
larger number of individuals
(up to 50 million killed out of
about 500 million infected) because, even at
a lower rate of incidence, the world
population had grown. Some estimates put
the death toll from the Flu at 100 million.
The year 2018 will be the 100th anniversary
of the Spanish Flu. Despite the name, the Flu
did not originate in Spain. There is no
absolute agreement on the origin of the
Figure 3. Most prevalent diseases reported in
Halton 2016.
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Spanish Flu but there is justification to believe it either came from eastern
Asia and that it came from an army camp in the eastern United States. The
extensive movement of military personnel around the globe during the war
and their return to various homelands facilitated the rapid spread of the
causal virus in both directions across the Atlantic, within Europe, and among
other parts of the world. As well, after four years of devastating war, much
of the European population was in poor health and less able to ward off the
infections. In Canada, the death toll from the Spanish Flu has ranged
between 30,000 and 50,000. When the flu reached our part of the world, one
response was to limit the opportunities to spread the infectious agent by
curtailing gatherings of all kinds including at churches, schools and other
venues (Figs. 4 and 5).
The Plague generally predates the
settlement of North America so it
doesn’t have a significant role here. By
comparison, the Spanish Flu obviously
had major consequences in the local
community. But that disease was
certainly not the first disease with
major consequences in Ontario. Early
on in the years of European settlement,
malaria (e.g. Ague) was so common in
the period from the 1780s to the 1840s
Figure 4. Georgetown Herald
October 15, 1918.

that it was considered remarkable if
Figure 5. Georgetown Herald, October
any newcomer failed to acquire the
16, 1918.
disease within a year or two.
Apparently, this articular Malaria
was indigenous to Ontario but disappeared over time. The average rate of
five malaria infections per year in Halton in recent times were almost
certainly contracted by travellers visiting countries where the disease still
prevails.
Small pox was another significant disease that came to North America with
the Europeans and it had significant roles in the outcomes of various military
campaigns. There are a number of stories that the disease was purposely
employed to decimate the indigenous populations. As recently as 1924, 32
people died from the disease in Windsor. Despite those that were opposed to
the practice, due to vaccination the disease had been entirely wiped out
“To collect, preserve and publicize the history of Esquesing”
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across the world, one of the few
human diseases to formally be
declared eradicated.
A third major disease that early
colonists had to contend with and
could even have brought with
them was cholera. This waterborne disease was a major
concern in 1832 when nearly 2200
people in Ontario died. Numbers
that died in Hamilton are
uncertain and estimates of deaths
from that outbreak range between
469 and 750. Everywhere,
disposal of the bodies of cholera
victims was a problem as no one
wanted to come into contact them
consequently burials were poorly
done.
Although not a human disease, a
disease of potatoes known as Late
Blight of Potato profoundly altered
Figure 6. Poster from antivaccination
the lives of the poor of Ireland
group, 1885.
(and elsewhere). As a
consequence, many died and many moved to the United States and Canada
changing greatly the ethnic composition of both countries.
Through the early part of the 20th Century,
other new epidemics became increasing more
important. These included such things as
tuberculosis, rabies, and foot-and-mouth
disease of cattle. The incidence of Polio
dropped dramatically after a vaccine became
available.
Dramatic changes have taken place in the
environment with the spread of the Chestnut
Blight and Dutch Elm Disease. In more
recent times, the local news media has been
Figure 7. An Elm tree suffering from and
advance case of Dutch Elm Disease.
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filled with stories about West Nile Virus and SARS. In more distant lands
there are stories of Ebola Disease and the Zika Virus. We can look forward
with trepidation to increasingly greater frequency of Lymes Disease and a
variety of other problems. To some extent, the scientific community has
been able to respond to the different problems in a fairly efficient and speedy
way. That ability to respond gets increasingly difficult as each new suite of
pests and diseases appear. Some of these occur as a re-emergence of former
diseases. A major problem is the appearance of diseases that are no longer
controlled by the available kinds of antibiotics (antibiotic resistance) while
at the same time, the discovery of new antibiotics becomes harder and
harder. The best and, in the long run, least costly means of dealing with
emerging problems is to remain vigilante, to anticipate emerging problems
and to react quickly and responsibly, otherwise future historians will have
another form of epidemic to add to the growing list of scourges that afflict
the human race.

Figure 8. Halton Region staff meeting to discuss measures for dealing with future flu
epidemics, 2005.

Limehouse: Thanksgiving services will be held in the Presbyterian Church
next Sunday. Messrs. George and William Milliere who both had an attack
of the “flu” are able to be about again. (AFP, 28 Nov. 1918)
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